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JOURNEY TO MECCA WINS MOST POPLUAR FILM AWARD AT PARIS FILM FESTIVAL

For Immediate Release:

TORONTO, CANADA, February 2, 2008: SK Films and Cosmic Picture are pleased to announce JOURNEY TO MECCA: In the Footsteps of Ibn Battuta has won the PRIX DU PUBLIC at the La Geode Film Festival in Paris. The award is based on votes by the public who attended a large selection of current and recent films during the course of the two week Festival. Quickly catching on with the public, the film played to sold-out and standing-room only houses. 
In additional news, Journey to Mecca has its Canadian premiere Tuesday, February 3rd at Toronto’s Ontario Science Centre, in conjunction with the exhibit Sultans of Science (aka Islamic Science Rediscovered). During the run of the film in Toronto, thousands of students will be granted free admission to the film thanks to the generous support of The Munk Centre for International Studies, an internationally recognized leader in interdisciplinary academic research on global issues and for integrating research with teaching and public education. 
"We believe this important film will expose the world to Ibn Battuta, one of the greatest travelers and explorers of all time and also entertain and educate students on the richness of Islamic culture" said Dr Janice Stein, Director of the Centre. "We congratulate Cosmic Picture and SK Films, for producing this timely film and its ultimate message of understanding and peace and the Ontario Science Centre for presenting it to the public."
Journey to Mecca received its world premiere to great acclaim at an extraordinary, purpose-built temporary outdoor IMAX theatre in Abu Dhabi January 7th, where the film played to 8,000 people in three days, including many schoolchildren.  The film opened in the United States January 9th at The Henry Ford in Dearborn, Michigan where it will play for a minimum of one year. 

Narrated by Oscar® award winning British actor, Ben Kingsley (Gandhi, Schindler’s List), Journey to Mecca: stars Chems Eddine Zinoun (The Objective) as Ibn Battuta and Hassam Ghancy (Traitor, Rendition) as the Highwayman.
Journey to Mecca is an IMAX® dramatic and documentary feature filmed in Saudi Arabia and Morocco in English and in Arabic, which tells the amazing story of Ibn Battuta, one of the greatest travelers of all time. The film follows his first pilgrimage in 1325 from Tangier to Mecca. His perilous journey resonates with adventure while presenting an unforgettable picture of Islamic civilization during 
the 14th century. The film culminates with Ibn Battuta’s first Hajj and dissolves into the most stunning modern day footage of the Hajj ever recorded in IMAX® with over 3 million pilgrims.

Journey to Mecca was directed by Bruce Neibaur (IMAX® hits Mysteries of Egypt, Lewis & Clark) and the producers are Dominic Cunningham-Reid and Taran Davies of Cosmic Picture, IMAX® veteran Jonathan Barker of SK Films and Oscar® award winning Jake Eberts as Executive Producer (Chariots of Fire, Driving Miss Daisy, Dances With Wolves).

The film is being distributed to Giant Screens worldwide by SK Films in association with National Geographic, who will also be handling DVD distribution in North America. 

See the film’s website at www.journeytomeccagiantscreen.com.
For further information contact:

Amber Hawtin,       SK Films  416.367.0440 ext.238  ahawtin@skfilms.ca

Sandra Williams,    SK Films  416.367.0440 ext.236 swilliams@skfilms.ca

[image: image1.jpg]